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to any successful activity every knowledge is to be treated
as false. We cannot say that truth belongs to knowledge
simply because it has come to be, or has appeared. It is a
matter of common experience that the knowledge of an
object arises some times when the object is not actually
present and sometimes when it is actuafly present. The
knowledge of silver, for instance, arises when there is
actually silver and sometimes when there is no silver. But
some other object like silver such as a piece of nacre.
Therefore, it is precarious to say that silver is actually
present simpfy on the ground that its knowledge has been
produced. Hence, the truth of knowledge cannot be ascer-
tained by the knowledge itself. Truth can be ascertained
only when-it is seen that knowledge leads to successful
activity. Successful activity is the result of true knowledge
and the truth of the latter is inferred from the former. When
a jar is cognised, the cognition by itself does not give the
assurance that the jar is actually present. But, later on
when we approach the object and find that we can fetch
water in it or cook food, when it is ascertained that the
cognition was truly of a jar Again/ even when there is no
knowledge of practical success truth can also be ascertained
by the subsequent knowledge that the cause of knowledge
possesses excellence, or by knowing that the knowledge
agrees with another, knowledge of the same object. So,
the truth of knowledge is determined by some other know-
ledge and not by the same knowledge because knowledge
by itself is always doubtful, on which account falsehood is
inherent in it. All cognitions lack certitude at the time of
their origin. Absence of truth is their inherent charac-
teristic.

From a sceptial or rather critical stand-point, the
Buddhism takes all knowledge as intrinsically false and
treats truth as an extrinsic character which knowledge
comes to have by way of connotive verification (pravrtti-
samarthya). According to it, the truth of knowledge is
constituted by successful activity. Hence it follows that
prior to successful activity knowledge is not-true. When
any knowledge leads to successful activity, we know that